JACKSONVILLE BASS CLUB

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE RULES
2010 - 2011

1. All State Florida Game and Fish Rules will be abided by.

2. In support of the future of bass fishing, all live fish will be released. A 0.50 lb. penalty will be subtracted for each dead fish weighed in.

3. Fish must be brought to the scales in a weigh-in bag with water; non-compliance will result in a 0.25 lb. penalty.

4. The State Laws will determine the length limit and bag limit for the body of water being fished.

5. Boats will start one at a time in the order of the draw. Drawings will take place at the meeting. The person drawing the last number will be responsible for calling out the boats. Any member, who does not draw at the meeting, must draw at the ramp. These members will fall in line behind the anglers who drew at the meeting. In the event that an angler(s) draws at the ramp, the highest number drawn at the ramp will be responsible for calling out all boat numbers.
6. Fish will be measured on a Golden Rule, with the mouth closed. If any part of the tail touches the appropriate inch line, it will be considered a legal fish. Each contestant will be responsible for verifying his/her catch and weight.
7. There will be a one (1) pound and one (1) point penalty for each under and oversized fish brought to the scales, plus loss of the fish. No courtesy measurements. In the case of an only fished weighed, the one (1) pound penalty will be deducted from the individual’s aggregate weight.

8. There will be a one (1) pound penalty for each minute late at weigh-in. After five (5) minutes, the contestant will be disqualified.
9. In case of mechanical problem, another boat may bring boaters and non-boaters fish in, so long as one is present. A 30-minute leeway will be given to the assisting boat. In the event that an angler is fishing alone, it is the angler’s decision to leave his/her boat anchored or turn his/her fish over to the assisting angler.
10. If you arrive late at the launch site for take-off, before starting to fish, you must locate any member and have him/her check your boat.

11. If more fish are brought to the scales than the legal limit, that angler’s fish will be culled to the legal limit, starting with the biggest fish.

12. Tournaments will be held within a 200-mile radius of downtown Jacksonville, with the exception of the Classic.

13. No culling at the ramp.

14. All tournament contestants must be club members or prospective members. Contestants may fish solo or pair themselves with other contestants. In the event a member wants to fish a tournament, but cannot find a partner, the tournament chairman will pair that member with a partner. All boaters without a partner will be placed into a hat. The tournament chairman will draw a name from the hat at our meeting the Thursday night before the tournament.
15. There will be an optional “Progressive Big Bass Pot”. Any member wishing to participate will pay a $5.00 fee per tournament. The fee has to be paid before each tournament. A member may “catch up” no more than (2) progressive pot entry fees, after having missed fishing (2) consecutive tournaments. A member missing (3) consecutive tournaments, would be ineligible for the remainder of the season and would forfeit all monies paid to date toward the progressive pot. The progressive big bass pot will be won when an angler catches a fish weighing 8 lbs. or more. If not won by the last tournament of the year, then the big bass of the “Classic Tournament” will win the pot.
16. In the event that an angler is 16 years of age or less, that angler does not have to pay an entry fee and is not eligible to compete in the tournament; with the exception of permission by an adult. If an angler is 16 years of age or older, that angler must pay an entry fee.
17. No participant may receive third party assistance during a tournament to catch fish, guard fish or fishing areas, unless they are in the same boat. This act would automatically disqualify the participant from the tournament. The disqualified participant would not receive any prize monies and/or tournament points. Membership termination may result from this act, as determined by a vote of the members present at a club function. All monies paid to date would be forfeited to the club, no refunds of any monies will be granted.
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